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to make more profit in an endless cycle of accumulation of turtner 
production and profit, what Marx called the expanded reproduction of 
capital. Capitalism is the only mode of production that presupposes 
that labour power and the means of production (not least land) are 
widely available as commodities. 
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Merchants, Slaves and Plantations 
(Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries) 

In the course of the seventeenth century, new forms of colonial settle¬ 
ment, production and trade were exemplified by British interests in 
North America and British and Dutch activity in the Caribbean. The 
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the industrial basis of technical change; 

the formation of global markets and divisions of labour in agri- 
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land and cattle]. That is when we really started buying.” As always oftheir labour power for their own daily reproduction (Panitchand 

m capitalism, the crises of some present opportunities to others, a Leys 2001: ix, my emphasis). They have to pursue their reproduction 

dynamic that permeates the often intricate and fluid contours of class in conditions of growing income insecurity and "pauperization” as 

ormation m the countryside. weI1 as employment insecurity and the downward pressures exerted 

by the neoliberal erosion of social provision for those in “standard” 







as “peasants/’ "family farmers” or “small farmers” — as a single class 
and, moreover, constituted as a class through any common social 
relation with capital. In the final chapter I take forward some of the 
ideas discussed here to consider additional complexities concerning 
political practices and processes — the political sociology of class. 
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To these questions I must add another, concerning the ’’big 
picture with which this hook started: how plausible are the claims 
of agrarian counter-movements” and their champions that a return 
to “low-input” small-scale family farming (“re-peasantization”) can 
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